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9, drunken, worthless, unprincipled 
marshal-keeper, without property, 
or giving security ; if he entrusts 
the ch0ice of jurors to this worthless 
deputy, and allbws him to accept 
of paupers and swindlers from a- 
molngst his own drunken associates, 
as good bail in matters of property, 
yiJhout requiring such bail tojustijt, 
and, thereby to defraud the honest 
creditor, by encouraging the use of 
w-rits f error" in such a case, it 
wyQuld be evident, that the only use 
of a manor-court so conducted, would 
be to put money into the pockets of 
the Seneschal, his deputy the jailor, 
and tLe pettyfogging Attornies and 
Bailifbs of the court, at the expenses 
of those clients who could be so ill 
advised, as to apply for redress to 
such a tribunal. 

SPECTATORP 

For the Belfast Mionthly Mlagazine. 

a 
t a period when the Lagan Canal 

is undergoing a repair, it may 
be satisfactory to lay befire the pub- 
lic a calculation of the extent of the 
lakes in the Cnunty of Down, which 
1m1ight be brought to affrd an add;- 
i'onal supply (if water to the head 
level. ThIle xpense of procuring 
them, would probably not be so 
great as the scheme projected last 
year of diveniug the river Lagan 
above Maralin, foir that purpose. 

ZaLes that swaptl3y Revaraet River. 
fot. Skelly's, about ....... 20 Acres. 
2d. Girvin's, ................. 10 ......... 
Md. Gill's, ..................... 20 ......... 
4th. Gill's, ................. 20 ......... 
th Bow .............. 80 ... 

6th. Dunlough ....... 
.... 

10 
.. '7th.Ennie, ................120 ......... 

8th. Maghranock .......... 60 ......... 
sth. Breagh,......... ... 60 ...... .. 

400 Acres, 

atthe lowest computation, covered 
at the driest seasos; all the Lakes 

are connected with Bresagh, the 
outlet of which is about 30 feet wide. 
A sluice put on the outlet, and kept 
to winter mark, would be, I believe, 
an ample supply for the canal. 

J.C.H. 

To the Proprietors of the Belfasd Meagsigw. 

GENTLEMEN, 

A 
DHERING, 

as I do, to the sen. timents contained in the follow-. 
ing fugitive sheet, which was print- 
ed in the year 1800.; and wishing, 
as far as I can, to give them a de- 
gree of permanence, I request you 
will make a record of them in a page 
or two of your Magazine. I am, &c. 

W .V. 
May Ist, 1813. 

A PROTEST FROM ONE OF THE PEOPLE 
OF IRELAND AGAINST AN UNION WITR 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

WHEREAS it has been deemed 
expedient for the purpose of consoli. 
dating the executive power of the 
Empire, and of meeting the tempo 
rary exigen-cies of the state, to ex- 
tinguish the Irish Constitution, and 
to abolish the legislative indepen- 
dence of this Kingdom, immediate- 
ly, totally, and for ever ; I do 
think, that every Irishman, without 
regard to his rank or significance in 
life, while contemplating that com- 
mon insignificance which is about to 
level all rank and station into the 
same low and despicable equality: 
every Irishman, without regard to a 
difference in the colours of party, or 
the rites of religion, who worships 
the same God, and is born anti bred 
in the same land: every Irishman, 
without being awed by power, se- 
duced by reward, or scared by ridi- 
cule, is summoned, at this extremity, 
not merely by honour or interest, 
but by the urgency of self-preserva- 
tion; not merely by motives of per. 
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sonal or social duty, but by the 
sacred responsibility we are under to 
Posterity, which, although not toh be 
bound by our bondage, will suffer, 
for a time at least, the penalty of 
our errors, and our crimes: every 
Irishman is called upon by every 
predominant duty, human or divine, 
every tie of the heart, from the grave 
of his ancestors to the cradle of his 
children, to record his public Protest 
against this surrender of his native 
Country, causeless; totally ineffectual 
for its pretended purposes, without 
the possibility of adequate compen- 
sation, and'were it possible, without 
even the shadow of a Guarantee to 
sanction, and stablish the conditions 
of the agreement. 

I do, therefore, with my whole 
heart, and understanding, PROTEST 
against an Union of Ireland with 
Great -Britain, thus desiring to grow 
greater by the absorption of my na- 
tive Country, a Country, which, by 
nature, habit, education, virtuous 
pride, honourable ambition,' by my 
hopes for its happiniess, and even my 
sacrifices for its welfare, has been 
rendered very dear to me; and, at 
the same time, wondering exceed- 
ingly, that men of superior talents 
and approved patriotism, who raised 
their hearts, their voices, their arms, 
and their Country, to the elevated 
prospects of the year 1782, should 
close the century so ingloriously, and 
not lift at least the naked hald a- 
gainst a blow which rmust annihilate 

Ireland, to be known in future only 
as a sound in the title of the so. 
vereign; wondering that it is left 
for such as me to say, I, notwith- 
standing, do say,' 

In the first place, that there is not 
upon this earth a rightful Power 
competent to such a measure-not 
the Parliament, who were neither 
empowered to dispose of the Trust, 
miuch less of the Trustees-not even 
the People themselves, who have not 

the right to chatTffer for their Country, 
or to barter away iheir birthdom. 
Our Country is, by right divine, en- 
tailed to the latest posterity, not to 
be docked by any fiction of law, not 
to be abrogated by any disuse, not 
to be curtailed by any self-made 
state necessity, not to be defeated 
by any desipiency of the present 
generation. Were the whole people 
Af Ireland to be penned in the Cur- 
ragh of Kildare, ind as sheep fol- 
tows sheep, man should leap after 
man, in pursuit of an Uniiion; I cer- 
tainly should think the Capadocians 
a nobler People, who slighted the 
proffer of freedom, than those wbho 
first tasted, and then parted with the 
blessing; but I should not on this 
account thintk the Parties more cony. 
petent to make such a compact, or 
the compact in itself more valid. It 
'is void ab initio. It has neither 
moral nor political virtue, and Adam 
might as well have assigned over the 
whole world in a lease of 1800 years 
to the -Serpent, as in the year 1800 
the representatives of the People, 
who themselves are but Trustees, 
could condition such a surrender of 
the indefeasible rights and claims of 
posterity. The right of Country is 
paramouht to any huinan Legisla- 
ture. 

I protest against this measure, in 
the second place, because it despoils 
the people of their 

COUlNpTY, 
and 

CovU'raT I consider to be the great 
and' virtuous spring and incitement 
to every thing generous in specula- 
tion, or magnanimous in _action. 
With a consciousness of this senti- 
ment, a man becomes capable of 
every thing good or great; without 
it, he loses much monrethan half his 
value in the estimation of others, 
and even in his own ; and a people 
,in lositng their Country lose that 
cementing principle which gives 
them the character and courage of'a 
natiun, They loserv-What do ther 
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retain ? They become a mere num- 
ber, not a nation, withopt any in- 
herent principle or motive of com- 
rmon action, unattached to each o. 
ther, degraded in their own eyes, 
contemptible and contemned, they 
degenerate into the infamous and 
contented subjects of mockery or 
maltreatment, as it suits the humour 
of their masters. I do lament that 
Confidence, the life blood of a pu'b- 
lic body, which ought to circulate 
through all ranks and conditions, has, 
so long fled from among us; Ila- 
ment that we have not yit been able 
to become m'embers of the same 
body, having thie same Friends and 
the same Foes, that the fidelity of 
the lower people to each other, has 
pot as yet beet, 

converted into fide- 
lity to the state; and that the loyalty 
of the upper people should continue 
so replete with aristocratical arro- 
gance, and political as well as reli- 
gious intplerance, joined with the 
extreme of political se'rvility. When 
I look at the names of so many irish- 
men renooncing their Country, in 
thl; public prints; and, with prone 
obsequiousness, filling upp the lists 
presented to them by the civil' or 
military agents of cprruption, I shud- 
der at the prostitutionq.of internal 
principle and convicvion. Neverthe- 
less, I think I see an underworking 
common seqsf, and natural af'iction 
,vhich must, in spite of factionary 
fury, antl personal selfishness, must, 
in no long time, generate from the 
present disorder; a Common-weal; 
a Constitution, the best practical edu- 
cation for any people ; and a Coun- 
try blest in the right administration 
of righteous !aws, and' respected 4. 
broad by paying proper respect to 
itself-uvNaLss this nationial Incorpo- 
ration, and entire Union, should b.e 
:ounteracted and broken up, b. 
{iving another Coutry the keeping 
of our 4ftlctions, our interests, alad 
our understandings. And I do more 

than suspect, it has been the fore- 
boding of such an Union so truly 
auspicious to the present and future 
interests of Ireland, and a presenli- 
gnent of the difficulty of holding the 
higher orders and authbrities as at 
present constituted, much lonoer in 
the tramnmels of influence, which has 
made the British Minister substitute 
in place of this expensive and una- 
vailing system, his summary and 
simple system, which consolidates 
the executive power, while it scat- 
ters the country intodust. Bv birth, 
breeding, and bigotry a Briton, he fears that the Irish infant of 82 may 
come to matrijty, and he would 
stifle it in the cradle. He fears the 
natural developement of its capaci- 
ijes and its powers. He fears that 
political and religious sfhisrm, that 
White-Boy ism, Defenderism, Pres- 
byterianism, Catholicism, United. 
Irishism, may, gradually, yet not 
slowly, change into PATRIOTISM, the 
conspiration of the Universal people 
for their own good ; and to avert 
this 1mperial evil, he wishes, as soon 
as he can, to expatriate our Parlia. 
ment, to suck into the vprtex of ve. 
nality 'all the genins, and all the 
literaturp of Ireland, all the proper. 
tied community which must have 
assimilated with the mass of popular 
opinion, and thus haye made basis 
for a free and proud public to fix itm 
foot upon. He would remove all 
the aliment for persopal, or profes- 
sional ambition, and after thus iml- 
poverishing the soil, and exhausting 
it of all its generous juices, hie would 
ihen begin to cultivate with the har- 
row, and to bleach with the beetling 
engine. I do thevefore Protest a- 
gainst a measure which turns Ireland 
into a headless,-and heartless trunk, 
pnrihilates its ,ighis, and withers its 
capacities and its prospects. 

He is a mean man who thinks 
meanly of his country. I do QPEL 
think our geographical situation so 
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neglected by Providence, our cli- 
mate so frigid, our soil so infertile, 
our minds so stolid, that we could 
rery long have been secreted from 
the world, and from ourselves; nor 
do I think that we should ,have con-. 
tinued so long in such an outcast con- 
dition, hap Ireland met with the fair 
play which nature, humanity, and 

just policy allowed her. Long since 
would she have cast off the slough of 
barbarism, and shown a smooth, fair 
and florid civilization.---But, now, 
when the name and nature of Coun- 
try, begins to agitate and interest 
the public mind ; when there begins 
to appe)ar a judgment and a taste for 
that self-government,. without which 
neither individual nor public body 
can enjoy freedom or happiness, to 
take this country just emerging from 
the oblivious pool, and awakening 
to life and recollection, and then to 
plunge it, again and for ever, into 
the same filth of neglect, infamy, 
and abandonment, what shall I say 
of such an assassinating measure ? 
sAY! 

I declare in the third place, that 
this measure will indefinitely in- 
crease the influence of the Crown, 
to a degree mott assuredly incom- 
patible with the liberty ot the sub- 
ject, whlile the mock and miserable 
representative of the country in ano- 
ther Parliament, will, like that of 
$cotland,. serve only to countenance 
a plan of Government which must 
break the seal of social security, and 
place general liberty, the industry 
of the poor, and the property of the 
rich under the arbitremient of the 
British Cabinet. Better would it be- 
come the people of both countries to 
recollect how much their political 
constitutions have approximated to 
the nature and effects of a military 
government during the course of a 
war indefinite in its principles, its 
purposes, and its period, and so to 
have acted, that when peace did 

arrive, (if ever it should break through 
such gloomy ambiguity,) it might 
grrive with healing under its wings; 
with amnesty and reconcilement; 
with the discipline, not of the camp, 
but of the good old British Constitut- 
tion; with prerogative limited, and 
a privileged people.-Better would 
it have become you, Britons! by 
vindicating our rights as a nation, 
to secure your own ; and yoqt, Irish.- 
meh ! by rendering ,peace the pro- 
lific parent of public credit and do- 
mestic comfort, to set up your native 
country in the closet of kings, in the 
conscience of mjnisters, in the mar- 
ket of the world, than to have blot- 
ted the public prints with wretched 
and ignominious names, thus pillo- 
ried to the latest posterity. I speak 
only to your assumption 'of political 
character, assentive to, or applausive 
of an Union, with many of you, the 
first time, and with all of you, pro- 
bably the last time, of declaring 
yourselves Irishmen. I do say, that 
the majority of such subscribers, 
however elevated in rank,- or by 
their property, are, in my eyes, des- 
picable and dishonourable citizens; 
and as to the sincere and well inten- 
tioned few, they are entitled to pity, 
but can never be rescued from con- 
tempt, 

For these three reasons, as-good, if 
not better than tlwee hundred, to be 
valued only by their numnber, do I 
express,, as one of the Irish People, 
tay fixt abhorrence, and my instinct- 
ive antipathy against this Legislative 
and incorporating Union that takes 
away the BODY as well as SOUL of 
the Irish People. As to the merean- 
tile effects of the measure, were I 
cotnpetent to the discussion of the 
little question, I should disdain -to 
meddle with it. Woe to the man 
and to the million who are willing, 
or are able to calculate the profit or 
the loss resulting from the sale of 
their Country ! The man must have 
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the heart of a huxter, and the mil- 
tion must be destined to wander, like 
Jews, over the earth, without the 
honour or happiness of a home But 
it is contrary to the nature of things, 
and to human nature, that either 
capital or speculation should ever fix 
their choice upon a land where there 
was no political liberty, and of con. 
sequence, no personal security, 
where virtue, talent, and property 
had expatriated, where all the regu- 
lar distinctions of rank in society had 
resolved into mob, or military ; and 
where the compelling Power had 
drawn every thing of use, or orna. 
ment in the Country, to the central 
point of the Empire. 

It has been said, and well said, 
that men become slaves from not 
knowing how to pronounce the mo- 
nosyllable, No. Against this disas- 
trous and mostunrighteous measure, 
with my whole soul and strength do 
I utter. it, NO--and if from igno- 
rance, from pique, from apathy, 
from infatuation, or from corruption, 
my Countrymen become accessary 
to the destruction of their own liber- 
ties, and their Country's character, 
and do not reiterate, without ceaas 
ing, the same unqualified iiegative-- 
then adieu to IRELAND-to the 
mercy and justice of Gop is she left, 
and to the hearts and hands of Pos- 
TERITY, 

WILLIAAM DRENNA;. 

Dublin, Marlborough street, 
Jan. 6, 1800. 

For thp Belfast Momthly Magazine. 

THE attention of our astronomical 
readers has been frequently cal- 

led to the interesting publication en- 
titled, 1" Evening Amusemeqts; or, 
the Beauties of the Heavens display- 
ed; by William Frend, M.A.;" and 
in 

order.that 
they may be more ful- 

ly acqpainted with this author's sena-. 

timents and train of thinking, the 
following extracts from the concluo 
sion of his little volume for 18 13, are 
presented to their notice. 

In addition to its relation to the 
subject more immediately treated 
on, it is curious and interesting to 
behold the efforts of a vigorous mind, 
driven out of the beaten track, and 
pursuing the bent of his genius, un- 
fettered by system; thus affording 
important instruction in the science 
of the philosophy of the human 
mind. His concluding paragraph is 
more fully illustrated, whein it is 
known, that William Frend lost his 
Fellowship at Cambridge on account 
of the freedom of his religious opi- 
nions, and his exertions to free those 
members of the Church of England, 
who conscientiously objected to the 
Thirty-nine Articles, from the te- 
cessity of subscribing to them in the 
English Universities. 

ON looking back to the origin of 
this work, and the contents of this 
volume, I cannot but notice the efN 
fects of continued attention to a sub- 
ject, when the mind is divested of 
prejudice. When I began this work, 
I viewed the Heavens, as I had been 
accustomed to consider them, accord- 
ing to the philosophy in which I was 
instructed, and which I had taught in the University of Cambridge. 
Some time had elapsed since I held 
the office of Tutor of a College, ilt 
whaich, had I continued to this time, 
it is not improbable; that, by going 
over and over again with my pupils 
the same principles, I might at this 
day have agreed with Ntwton, that 
some quantities are greater, and 
others less than nothing, and, with 
his disciples, that the world is held 
together by powers inherent in its 
minute particles. A great philoso. 
pher has recommended, that we 

Phould,;at times, examine our opi- 
nions, trace them to their source, 
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